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Echo Gathering 2023

Raider’s Website Goes Live

The combat Marines of “E” Co., 2nd IL, 1st Marines, Vietnam 1966-1967The combat Marines of “E” Co., 2nd IL, 1st Marines, Vietnam 1966-1967

The Echo Raiders 
gathered once more in 
Prescott Valley, AZ this 
past May. Left: Gaynell 
& Donavan Cord-
ell, Cathie & Tommy 
Bullock, Gary Stucker, 
Bruce & Georgette 
King. Right: Gerald 
Favero, Joanne & Ray 
Case, Romona & Pepe 
Wise, Susan & Pat Mor-
ris, Doc John Weed.

The Echo Raiders website, 
echoraiders.com,  is up and 
running. Using an automatic 
slide show, the  website 
displays photos of the Echo 
Raiders when they were young 
men.  All Echo Raiders are 
invited to send their Vietnam-
era photos to be displayed 
on the Raiders website. 

The drop-down menus 
on the website’s menu bar 
contain links to all the combat 
stories we’ve published 
so far, all the Raider Tales 
newsletters, as well as how 
the Raiders picked up the 
name “Raiders”. See page3.

Steve Byers, an Echo 2/1  
Corpsman, appears with the 
Echo Raiders as part of the Echo 
Raiders website slide show.

The Raiders in  
Prescott, AZ. See pages 8-9.

http://echoraiders.com
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Echo 2/1’s Officers and  NCOs

The Echo Raiders website is now online. On its home page 
the website contains an automatic slide show that displays 
the Echo Raiders as young combat Marines in Vietnam 
(see pages 10 — 13). The website also contains links to 
books and poetry written by the Raiders, as well as combat 
stories from the days when Echo 2/1 went toe-to-toe 
with the Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese Army.

Skip Melendez, his wife Kan-
di, my wife Inna and I leave 
for DaNang October 1st. 

We will meet Jerry Huson, the 
founder and executive director of 
Seven Day Hero, an organization 
that provides medical and other 
services in over 40 countries. 

We will spend 10 days in-coun-
try, staying at the Mandilla 

Going Back:

Lt. Panichi to 
Revisit Vietnam

Bay Hotel on China Beach. 

We plan to visit several other 
areas near DaNang and walk 
some of the trails we patrolled in 
1967 around the 2/1 base area. 

But mainly we plan to relax on 
the beautiful beaches and enjoy 
the wonderful seafood restau-
rants DaNang has to offer.

— Richard Panichi  
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Cpl Clinton Davis
Rifle Squad Leader 

3rd Platoon 
E 2/1

Patrolling Quang Nam ProvincePatrolling Quang Nam Province
3rd Platoon, Echo 2/13rd Platoon, Echo 2/1

Echo 2/1 PatrolEcho 2/1 Patrol  
10-15 meters tactical separation
10-15 meters tactical separation

Leadership Leadership 
Lt. Richard PanichiLt. Richard Panichi

Medevac: Echo WoundedMedevac: Echo Wounded

HitchhikersHitchhikers

ARVNs
ARVNs

ExhaustionExhaustion

HoochesHooches

AmbushAmbush

Photos By: 
Clinton 
Davis

http://echoraiders.com
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“It was the duty station that 
changed me from counting 
the days till my hitch was 
up to wanting to reenlist for 
six more. Marine Barracks, 
Yokosuka, Japan, from Oc-
tober 1959–October 1961. 

Started out in the Secu-
rity section as an MP and 
made it to the Main Gate 
team, then was transferred 
to the Brig section where I 
made LCpl and meritorious 
Cpl. Had I not gone there 
I would have gotten out.

I FINALLY was under the 
charge of some “real” NCOs, 
and met two outstanding 
GySgts, the Guard Chief, 
GySgt JC (Jesus Christ) La-
place and the Brig Warden 
GySgt Alton A Cobb. Even 

Col. Jim Bathurst  Pre-VietnamCol. Jim Bathurst  Pre-Vietnam
Marine Barracks, Yokosuka, JapanMarine Barracks, Yokosuka, Japan

after all these years I look 
back on those two as hav-
ing a real influence on me 
as a Marine. From then 
on, all I ever wanted to be 
was a GySgt of Marines.

And yes, in the photo to 
the right, that is the green 
jacket. We had a green 
blouse (Winter Service A) 
and a green jacket (Win-
ter Service B). It had a va-
riety of nicknames, e.g., 
Ike Jacket, but us Marines 
called it the Battle Jack-
et. Don’t ask why it got 
that name but that’s what 
we called it. This uniform 
was not unique to Yoko-
suka, it was Corps-wide.

—Jim Bathurst

PFC Jim Bathurst, stationed in Yokosuka, went 
into combat with the Echo Raiders in Vietnam as 
a platoon sergeant, then platoon commander, of 
the Raiders 2nd platoon. Jim was awarded the Sil-
ver Star, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and a battle-
field commission to 2nd Lieutenant. Jim went on 
to command the Marine Corps Drill Team in Wash-
ington D.C. and retired as a full bird Colonel.

Sgt Jim Bathurst, Platoon Sergeant, Echo 
2/1, Quang Tri Province, Vietnam Col. Jim Bathurst, USMC (ret)Capt Jim Bathurst, commanding the Marine 

Corps Drill Team, 8th & I, Washington, D.C.

http://echoraiders.com
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Always FaithfulAlways Faithful

Bob Bebout shoots  
a long cast

Echo RaidersEcho Raiders

Raider WivesRaider Wives
“When a .50 opened up to our right”....

talking sea stories from long ago Vietnam

(Front L-R) Skip Melendez, Pepe Wise, Donovan Cordell, 
Tommy Bullock, Ray Case, Richard Panichi

(Rear L-R) Gary Stucker, John Weed, Pat Morris,  
Bruce King, Jerry Favero

(L-R) Susan Favero, Georgette King,  
Ramona Wise, Susan Morris, Cathie Bullock,  

Gaynell Cordell, Joanne Case

Founder and Executive Director  of the 7 Day Hero organization,   Dr. Jerry Huson, discusses all  expense paid trips  to Vietnam.  https://7dayhero.org/who-we-are/

https://7dayhero.org/who-we-are/



Echo Raiders Website Slide Show- echoraiders.com

Raider Photos on the Web
The photos below appear in the automatic slide show on the Home page of the Echo Raiders website
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Attention:   
Many of the Echo Raiders in the photos below, and 
on the following page, are unidentified.  If anyone 
can ID the individuals in the photos, please email or 
text Terry Dunne at tdunne3@tampabay.rr.com, 
(352) 999-1576. We’ll add names to photos.

Attention: 
If you would like your Raider photo 
displayed along with the Echo Raiders on 
the Echo Raiders website, email or text 
your photo to Terry Dunne at tdunne3@
tampabay.rr.com, (352) 999-1576
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Attention: 
If you would like your Raider photo 
displayed along with the Echo Raiders on 
the Echo Raiders website, email or text 
your photo to Terry Dunne at tdunne3@
tampabay.rr.com, (352) 999-1576
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I almost missed him.
He was hidden in humility,
an unobtrusive old man,
handing out sale papers.

Standing off to the side,
just inside the entrance,
corralling wayward shopping carts,
supplementing his survival.

I noticed his hat,
the one with all the buttons
and concealed in the clutter,
the eagle, globe and anchor.

No doubt my mission
was most urgent,
wasting tomorrow’s wages
on nothing of importance.

But somehow I was drawn
to the golden emblem,
for I too claim the right
to wear it as my own.

I met a hidden hero,
whose failing eyes had witnessed
the raising of Old Glory
over bloody Iwo Jima.

I wonder just how many
humble hidden heroes
cross my path each day
and silently fade away

—Ivan Floyd Strope

Hidden Heroes

Raider Poetry


