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The Echo Raiders website,
echoraiders.com, is up and
running. Using an automatic
slide show, the website
displays photos of the Echo
Raiders when they were young
men. All Echo Raiders are
invited to send their Vietnam-
era photos to be displayed

on the Raiders website.

The drop-down menus

on the website’s menu bar
contain links to all the combat
stories we've published

so far, all the Raider Tales
newsletters, as well as how

the Raiders picked up the
name “Raiders”. See page3.

Steve Byers, an Echo 2/1
Corpsman, appears with the
Echo Raiders as part of the Echo
Raiders website slide show.

Echo Gathering 2023

The Raiders in
Prescott, AZ. See pages 8-9.

(@ The Echo Raiders
% gathered once more in

| Prescott Valley, AZ this
past May. Left: Gaynell
& Donavan Cord-
ell, Cathie & Tommy
Bullock, Gary Stucker,
Bruce & Georgette
King. Right: Gerald
Favero, Joanne & Ray
Case, Romona & Pepe
Wise, Susan & Pat Mor-
ris, Doc John Weed.


http://echoraiders.com
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Going Back:

Lt. Panichi to

Revisit Vietham

Skip Melendez, his wife Kan-
di, my wife Inna and I leave
for DaNang October 1st.

We will meet Jerry Huson, the
founder and executive director of
Seven Day Hero, an organization
that provides medical and other
services in over 40 countries.

We will spend 10 days in-coun-
try, staying at the Mandilla

Bay Hotel on China Beach.

We plan to visit several other
areas near DaNang and walk
some of the trails we patrolled in
1967 around the 2/1 base area.

But mainly we plan to relax on
the beautiful beaches and enjoy
the wonderful seafood restau-
rants DaNang has to offer.

— Richard Panichi

Echo 2/1’s Officers and NCOs
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RAIDER TALES, Summer 2023

Echo Raiders Website Goes Live

The Echo Raiders website is now online. On its home page
the website contains an automatic slide show that displays
the Echo Raiders as young combat Marines in Vietnam
(see pages 10 — 13). The website also contains links to
books and poetry written by the Raiders, as well as combat
stories from the days when Echo 2/1 went toe-to-toe

with the Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese Army.

Books, Pootry
written by Raiders,
plus how the Raiders
picked up the
“Raiders"” nickname

& i

Cligh ¥

i o
o, ared Shen e¥ing - oot bl 12 B4

ity A bullet sndd it 0¥

tha tasch BT

"
o oG S18 T
Books BY cnied and 13 T

Raiders Chick 1o oodel

wgmarm it k-

pod 9V seriphies “:mn\
. iy Wikl the bt

a0 ‘du
QU v 7 copbi gwtprant

e Seroes

s e ¥ \ i

ll)\‘\ll;:u.r.ll ‘:t " it £CTO 2

g™ STOER ¥

L

1967, In iy deeP ¢

seupuriesg 39 © '“nrn
gacin 0t Huibiny &

L

it 10 oo

o

Tom hantud osant 0 ViERI
3u it BEDICY tra
Esho Tom relanes,

ke —
ol Plat o
A oy Bind wrid

t
ey & -

Tt 5070 e Dighttiog s i), tha peei®

190% »2 e cacularty bRIS e

ﬂoul‘l\fﬂ‘:. e woast X AEreRG

.‘bﬂ‘l“u "

Chick 13 eroet

» e Uiba Ribiery
iy By Rastery
oy iy ey

e £ cho Raiders

The Echa Rasders — “E° Campany, il B, V54 Marines,
151 Markne Divizion = were a Vigtnam «ra L5, Masine
Carps rifle eomparny, pa of the United States’ Fleet
ne Force Pacific deployed to Vietnam in Mowember
965, The Raiders went boe-to-toe with both the Viet
Cong and sha Narth Vistnamase Army

According to fermser Echo rifleman Toa |senburg, "E
Company picked up the nickname “Raiders” when they
ware transfersed 1o Pha Bai

“Our Company Clérk Told us that 15t MarDiv assigned us
the ndrme “Raiders® instead of Ghost Unit.” The NVA
a&dmtﬁrﬂhﬂﬂﬂnftbﬁmﬂwhﬁhdﬂrﬁwﬂm
fights had us attack then disapear to a flank position .

Fifty yeass afver Vietnam the Raiders remain faithful,
gathering each year ta hanar their officers and those
wha Tell 2o lomn) AGo.

First Porais Ay :

Capt. Py meiema

Combat
Stories
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Cpl Clinton Davis
Rifle Squad Leader

Echo 2/1 Patrol

10-15 meters tactical separation

Leadership
Lt. Richard Panichi

Photos By:
Clinton
Davis
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ColMgimiBathurstePrezVietnam

Marine Barracks, Yokosuka, Japan
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—Jim Bqtht_._l_rst_l_

PFC Jim Bathurst, stationed in Yokosuka, went
into combat with the Echo Raiders in Vietham as
a platoon sergeant, then platoon commander, of
the Raiders 2nd platoon. Jim was awarded the Sil-
ver Star, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and a battle-
field commission to 2nd Lieutenant. Jim went on
to command the Marine Corps Drill Team in Wash-
ington D.C. and retired as a full bird Colonel.
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Echo Raiders Website Slide Show- echoraiders.com Attention:

- Many of the Echo Raiders in the photos below, and
R a ’d e r P h O to s o n t h e We b on the following page, are unidentified. If anyone
can ID the individuals in the photos, please email or

text Terry Dunne at tdunne3@tampabay.rr.com,
(352) 999-1576. We'll add names to photos.

The photos below appear in the automatic slide show on the Home page of the Echo Raiders website
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Sgt Steve Berntson
Reporter: SEA TIGER

Attention:
If you would like your Raider photo
displayed along with the Echo Raiders on
the Echo Raiders website, email or text
your photo to Terry Dunne at tdunne3@
tampabay.rr.com, (352) 999-1576
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24 Rifle Fire Team Ir-ilJl-r

LICpl Rick Lmrie-ey

Artillery Forward Obalvel iacl
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If you would like your Raider photo

CollGary Stucker
X ' displayed along With the EChO Raiders on . !-1althpir‘|e‘-;.‘:lj.ln‘.5qual; Leader

= - Christmag BSI2fiS ‘ : the Echo Raiders website, email or text .ﬁttar:l\ed:;\: Platoon

j &‘3'5&7 ' ) your photo to Terry Dunne at tdunne3@

tampabay.rr.com, (352) 999-1576
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Raider Poetry

Hidden Heroes

I almost missed him. +
He was hidden in humility

an unobtrusive old man,
handing out sale papers.

Standing off to the side, '
Just inside the entrance, -

corralling wayward shopping carts,
supplementing his survival.

I noticed his hat, I .
the ohe with all thg"‘buﬁons
and concealed in The clutter, ‘
the eagle, globe and a chor
e
No doubt my missio
was most urgent, - :
wastmg tomorrow's ges l
ing of importc ncé

- A
e | to the golde mbl . ? k h %

for I too claim the '.
to wear it as yl own.

o

AT met a hidden her'o _' ‘A N _ YL

= whose failing eyes had ernesse%

the raising of Old Glory « ‘
e

over bloody Iwo Jima. - : "
o e ol T
" I wonder just how many el n.‘ '
* | humble hidden heroes « %

! cross my path each day
-b :nd silently fade away. -
Hﬂ\ \- ' - |F

qj.' - zIvan Floyd Strope
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